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Women's Studies (WMNST)

WMNST 250 (US) (HD FS 250) Sexual Identity Over the Lifespan (3) Concepts of affectional and sexual
orientation over lifespan, with emphasis on lesbian and gay male personal, family, and community
adaptation.

WMNST (HD FS) 250 Sexual Identity over the Life Span (3)
(US)

This course reviews concepts of sexual identity as informed by a human development perspective. Concepts
of sexual orientation are discussed in the context of a review of lesbian, gay male, and bisexual lives.
Developmental processes of lesbian and gay life are detailed: personal change from the teenage years
through adulthood, changes in family and relationship patterns, and impact of communities, laws, and
culture. These processes are contrasted to the developmental processes of women and men who identify
themselves as heterosexual. The complex effect of gender, race, ethnicity, class status, and historical time
on sexual orientation and its expression has generated ongoing controversies in scholarship as well as in
public discourse. The course will be an introduction to these controversies as informed by human
development research.

General Education: None
Diversity: US

Bachelor of Arts: None
Effective: Summer 2005
Prerequisite:

(/bulletins/bluebook/university course_descriptions.cfm?letter=W&courselong=||latest ) 3 credits in
Hd FS or 3 credits in behavioral sciences

Note : Class size, frequency of offering, and evaluation methods will vary by location and instructor. For
these details check the specific course syllabus.
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This is the official bulletin of The Pennsylvania State University. Programmatic expectations for

General Education are those in effect at the time of admission to degree candidacy, and college

and major requirements are those in effect at the time of entry to college and major. These are
accurately indicated in each student's degree audit.

The University reserves the right to change the requirements and regulations listed here and to
determine whether a student has satisfactorily met its requirements for admission or graduation,
and to reject any applicant for any reason the University determines to be material to the
applicant's qualifications to pursue higher education. Nothing in this material should be
considered a guarantee that completion of a program and graduation from the University will
result in employment.

The University Faculty Senate has responsibility for and authority over all academic information
contained in the Undergraduate Bulletin.
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